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Meet the Teacher
I would like to extend a warm welcome 
to all parents and caregivers to our Meet 
the Teacher afternoon. Our staff look for-
ward to mixing and mingling with you, so 
please join us for a casual get-together 
on Wednesday 10th March.
The event starts at 3.30pm to 6.30pm, 
and a sausage sizzle BBQ will be pro-
vided. Please contact the office for more 
info, and we look forward to seeing you 
there!

Food Allergy Returns 
Our healthy school lunches programme 
begins this coming Monday 8th March, 
so if you could please have the completed forms returned to the 
office as soon as possible.

Ngaa Mihi Nui!



Math Teacher: 
"If I have 5 bottles in one hand and 6 
in the other hand, what do I have?"

Student: 
"A drinking problem."

Info Evening ... 
The University of Otago is holding a 

Waikato Information Evening on 
Wednesday 31 March at Hamilton Boys’ High School Hall.

This is a wonderful opportunity for your senior students and 
their whānau to meet our Liaison Officers and find out 

about possible degrees, hear about scholarships 
and admission, and ask any questions.

The details are:
Wednesday 31 March 2021

6.30-7.30 pm
Hamilton Boys’ High School Hall

Peachgrove Road, Hamilton

The evening will cover:
Otago Overview: What the University of Otago 

can offer you
Accommodation – Life in a Residential College

Admission, Scholarships and Costs
Study Options – Arts, Law, Business, Sciences 

and Health Sciences

PARENTS & CAREGIVERS
Please join us for a casual

Mix 'n' Mingle with the teachers
Wednesday 10th March

3.30 - 6.30pm
Sausage sizzle

For more info please contact
the office 07 877 8173

admin@piopio.school.nz

Meet the
teacher



I just wanted to let whanau know what the Science 
Department has been up to this term and to give a 
little background information about me. 

This year the Science Department looks a little differ-
ent. I have taken over as HOD of Science and we 
have new teachers in the department. On a side note 
I have given up the Senior Dean role so I can focus my 
energy into the department this year and the Senior 
leaders have resumed this role in the interim. 

My background is I have a double degree in Science 
and Physical Education, which I completed at Otago 
University. I went on to complete a Diploma of Teach-
ing and have taught a range of subjects since then, as 
well as being a HOD of Food and Fabric Technology at 
Ōtorohanga College. My area of expertise and inter-
est for Physical Education is in Human Anatomy and 
Physiology and in Science it is in Zoology (the study of 
animals) which was my major. Currently, I am finding 
my feet, revisiting and learning topics and we are now 
getting into some cool units. I am loving working and 
learning alongside my akonga, as science is such a 
big area to continue to explore!  

I am at school Monday - Thursday as I am a mum of 
two little ones, Maisy (2) and Dallas (nearly 4) and also 
help my husband Jim on our farm from time to time.  

We have a number of staff teaching in the depart-
ment which is an awesome opportunity for our kura 
and akonga as it means there is a lot of collaboration, 
support and expertise in the department. 

If you are wondering who your children's teachers are, 
they are as follows:
 •  7A Science: myself and Mrs Leigh Anselmi 
 •  7B Science: myself and Mrs Mandi Butler
 •  8 Science: Mrs Ashley Muraahi 
 •  9 Science: Mrs Mandi Barnsdall and myself
 •  10 Science: myself and Mrs Mandi Barnsdall
 •  Level 1 Science: myself 
 •  Level 2 and 3 Biology: myself 
 •  All Agriculture classes: Mrs Marina Rauputu
(I have listed their main teacher who has them the 
most for each class first)  

The junior school (Year 7-10) has been completing 
a Lab Skills and Safety Unit and we have been do-
ing some cool little experiments with Bunsen burners, 
learning how to light and use them safely. The Year 7 
and 8s will be starting projects later in the term for the 
Aria Science Fair where they will compete, once we 
have more information and a date I will let you know. 

The Year 10s have just started a Comparative Anat-
omy Unit where we have been exploring the human 
body and are beginning to make comparisons with 
other forms of life. This week we got our hands dirty 
and dissected chicken legs, looked at the structures, 
tissues and muscles and drew comparisons with the 
human body. It was awesome to see the students re-

Science news . . . ally get into it and the penny drop that we are similar 
in ways to a chicken! So if you have chicken legs on 
the menu at home and are interested to learn more if 
you don’t already know, ask your child to dissect and 
explain what they see and what each structure's func-
tion is.  

Our Level 1 Science class have been working on a Ge-
ology Unit, learning about the processes that shape 
the land we see today. We are currently preparing for 
a field trip next Wednesday the 10th March where we 
are heading out to Waitomo. We are going to com-
plete a workshop at the local museum for some extra 
expertise and education. We will then do some field 
work while exploring the Ruakuri bush walk where we 
will walk through caves, observe the karst rock faces 
and limestone and see how the river has carved out 
the land. We are doing this, one because it’s fun to do 
practical things and get out and about, and two so 
we have some actual evidence and information that 
we need to write up a report for the assessment, which 
we will complete in Week 7-8. Just a reminder if your 
child has not returned their permission slips these are 
due in ASAP so I can complete the EOTC paperwork.  

The Level 2 Biology class are currently exploring differ-
ent specimens under the microscope, drawing what 
they see, identifying their specialised features and 
how these features help cells function. The assessment 
is scheduled to be completed in Week 7 (two weeks 
time) and students should be revising their notes and 
practising drawing at home regularly to prepare for it 
as it is a closed book assessment.  

The Level 3 Biology class are gathering research for 
an assessment on Homeostasis and the majority have 
chosen to look at blood sugar levels and how it is 
maintained or restored in humans. Karen, our School 
Nurse has agreed to come on board and visit our 
class next Thursday to look at blood sugar regulation 
in more depth, let us take our blood sugar levels and 
discuss diabetes and its effects on the body. It will be 
an awesome opportunity for our girls Jessie James and 
Asha Goddard to have some good korero about nurs-
ing and the health profession as they are planning on 
heading down this career pathway in the near future. 
We are looking forward to our visit, thank you Karen for 
coming on board and giving us a health professionals 
perspective!  

Just a reminder to all science students that you need 
covered in shoes for your practical lessons please. Any 
sneakers will do, but they are only to be worn in the 
lab if not in the correct uniform. Teachers will remind 
students when they have their practicals in advance.  

That’s pretty much it, until next time! I will try to give an 
update of what we are up to at least once a term and 
remember to take more photos.  

Feel free to contact me if you wish to discuss anything 
further. 
Mrs Lucy Thomas, HOD Science 
lthomas@piopio.school.nz



Congrats!
Congrats!

Swimming results

Sub junior girls - 
1st = Molly MacLachlan & Eva Walton
3rd - Malia Bourke

Sub junior boys - 
1st - Lachlan Carter
2nd - Keanu Edkins
3rd - Jacob Omelvena

Junior girls -
1st - Caitlyn Cody
2nd - Regan Bryant 
3rd - Elana Laimbeer

Junior boys -
1st - Olly Bevege
2nd - Harley Denize 
3rd - Lynden Brough 

Intermediate girls -
1st - Viviana Fagan-Mexted
2nd - Jaimee Manhire
3rd - Alexa Hancock

Intermediate boys -
1st - Justin Laimbeer
2nd - Connor Thorburn
3rd - Kyryn Young

Senior girls -
Ist - Georgia Pari
2nd - Jessie James
3rd - Teia Blakeman 

Senior boys -
1st - David Robinson
2nd - Kaleb West
3rd - Malachi Laird

well done!
well done!


